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Alan Blum

About the contributor: 

Alan Blum is a professor and Gerald Leon Wallace MD Endowed Chair in family medicine
at the University of Alabama School of Medicine in Tuscaloosa. A self-taught artist,
he has published three books of his sketches and stories of patients, and his
artworks have appeared in more than a dozen medical journals and textbooks. Many of
his sketches have appeared in Pulse. He is a frequent guest speaker at medical
schools in courses in the humanities.

About the artwork:

“For the past five years, on the first Thursday evening of each month, I have hosted
an Art of Medicine Rounds for medical students, residents and faculty, at which I
often distribute a story or poem from Pulse or else one of JAMA’s ‘Art and Medicine’
or ‘A Piece of My Mind’ essays.

“Above and beyond being a devoted reader of JAMA, I am especially drawn to the
illustrations, tables and figures in its original scientific articles. I confess
that the content is often over my head. But I feel that many of these figures
can stand alone as works of art. The two images that comprise this visual
originally appeared in two JAMA articles. The top figure is entitled
‘Differences in Gene Expression Between LPC- and LSC-Enriched Subpopulations’
(1); the lower figure is ‘Linkage Disequilibrium Pattern of Single-Nucleotide
Polymorphisms in ABCA7 Based on the HapMap Reference Sample (African
Americans in the Southwest USA) and NCBI36/hg18 Genome Build’ (2).

“In or out of context, I find them simply beautiful.”
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