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Jeanne LeVasseur ~

Even now, some eat strawberries in the sunshine,
some pace the deck in a strong salt breeze,
while for others, the music is winding down.
Always unfair-a few of us in lifeboats,

some sinking in the icy water,

others on a slanting deck about to go under.

We make salami sandwiches on rye,

smoke a cigarette after passionate love,

and wave goodbye to the yellow school bus.
We never know when—

until the deck slants and the loud machinery
grinds still.

Lucky are those who glimpse the stars,
get a chance to be noble,
to love and forgive, as the fugitive melody swells.
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About the poem:

“The nobility of the musicians who, on April 15, 1912, played music to calm
the passengers of the RMS Titanic as it was sinking has always struck me as a
beautiful and clear-eyed act of heroism. This poem was inspired by the way we
are all thrown into our lives, lucky or unlucky, on a ship about to go down.
Some of us eat strawberries, preoccupied with the busy details of life, while
others look over the rail and see the icy water that is coming. This capacity
we have both to look away from our mortality and to see it coming seems
uniquely human. Like the musicians on the Titanic, we may, in our last
moments, experience a kind of rhapsody.”
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