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1. (PHQ-9: Screen for Depression)

“Depressed? Course I'm depressed.
My wife died ten years ago.

My son? Well..

He does the best he can for me.”

2. (DNR)

“What’s that you call it?
In-tube-ate?

No ma’am.

No way to die.

Just call my daughter,
give me some pills—

I'll go easy.”

3. (Suicide Attempt)

“I've got two voices in my head
Chuck and Butch

Chuck’s not so bad, but Butch...

I like Chuck, I don’t want him to go away.
But things got bad,

My girlfriend left me.

My head was

a too-loud radio station

—can’'t turn it off.

I took a bunch of pills

Bought a gun. I was going to do it.
But my mom got home early that day.
She took me here.

It’s been great here.

I saw, maybe, twelve doctors today.
Everyone’s so nice to me here.

They explain everything.”

4. (0B/GYN Well-Woman Visit at a Free Clinic)

“How'm I doing today?

I'm having a fit, that’s what!
That nurse put me on the scale
First time in who knows how long,
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—179 pounds!
I haven’t been that big
Since my last baby!

Other than that?

Guess I'm doing OK.

Just lazy—-that’s my real problem.
Just lazy.”

5. (An 0ld Doctor Lectures Medical Students About Work-Life Balance)

“We thought we were so tough, back then.

We were strong men,

But in ten years, we turned to alcohol,

Saw our marriages broken

OQur lives in pieces.

My wife and children were the most important things
—I knew that-

But I gave my best time and energy to Duke.”
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